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HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE ASSOCIATION OF THE ROCKIES OPPOSES HB15-1135; WILL WORK TO AMEND LEGISLATION INTRODUCED TODAY


AURORA – Jan. 27, 2015 -- The Hospice & Palliative Care Association of the Rockies, the trade association for hospice and palliative-care providers in Colorado and Wyoming (and formerly the Colorado Center for Hospice & Palliative Care) has reviewed HB15-1135, “Terminally Ill Individuals End-Of-Life Decisions,” and its position is to oppose the bill as it currently reads.

This legislation troubles many in hospice and palliative care because it violates fundamental hospice tenets. Furthermore, the association strongly opposes the bill’s proposed act title, “Death with Dignity,” and it believes a palliative physician with expertise in caring for those with terminal illnesses must provide the second medical opinion as required by the bill. Should the association successfully lobby to have the bill amended, it would shift its position to one of “studied neutrality” because the association recognizes that its members hold a plurality of views and that patients can, will continue to, and must have choices concerning their end-of-life care.

The association will continue actively researching and responding to all updates and information related to proposed legislation. Based on new research and legislative updates, the association may revise its current position.
 
• We strenuously object to any legislation that does not require a hospice or palliative consult for patients requesting aid in dying. The association needs more information about what the final bill will look like.

• We are strongly opposed to the “Death With Dignity” title because we believe that Hospice and palliative care offer the best opportunity for dignified dying and that labeling physician-assisted death as “death with dignity” negates alternatives.

• Should the bill’s sponsor amend the bill aligned with these two strong objections, we would move our position to “studied neutrality” which to us indicates that the association is taking PAD seriously. Historically one of hospice’s primary values is to neither hasten nor postpone death and to provide hope, in addition to upholding patient/family choice.

• We believe that with quality hospice programs available to people, this bill is unnecessary. People have the right to choose, even with hospice.

• The association notes that individual hospices can choose nonparticipation at the procedural level. PAD creates a values tension between choice, autonomy, dignity and allowing the natural dying process to occur. Some hospices may resolve this tension by supporting patient choice but not participating in the PAD process.

• Some physicians in the association’s membership regard PAD as contrary to the oath they take as physicians to never kill a patient; PAD is in direct opposition to that oath. This bill and its provisions discount what hospice providers do everyday: relieving suffering and supporting independence. Some nurses believe that this legislation goes against HPNA tenets that indicate a symptom should be treated until no longer troublesome.

• Physician aid in dying or physician-assisted death offers a troubling solution to a problem hospice and palliative care is solving daily. Legalizing PAD could divert energy and attention away from improving care and doing a better job for all patients suffering from debilitating illness and at end of life.

• The association supports strengthening efforts to get patients into hospice or palliative care in a timely fashion so that their concerns and distress may be expertly addressed.

•From a position of Studied Neutrality, association members can support patient/families all the way through as an education strategy. Our society still continues to struggle with accurate understanding of what hospice is and does.

• Studied Neutrality demonstrates that patients and families can turn to us to receive care regardless of their own attitudes toward PAD. We desire to meet patients where they are and to be teachers for patients and their families.

Contact: Edie Busam, Aponte & Busam, 303-523-6236, on behalf of association
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